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Thank you for your letter of 22 September 2017 seeking the Scottish Government’s views on 
the action called for in Petition PE1669 namely; 
 

 whether the Scottish Government will establish an independent vaccine safety 

commission. 

 
It may be helpful if I begin by outlining the current vaccine safety arrangements in Scotland.  
Medicine safety is a reserved matter and as such the safety of all medicines, including 
vaccines, used in Scotland is monitored by the Medicines and Healthcare regulatory 
Products Agency (MHRA).  The MHRA is the expert body responsible for the safety of all 
medicines including vaccines across the UK.  If new evidence emerged which called into 
question the safety of any vaccines currently in use across the UK appropriate regulatory 
action would be taken.  As medicine safety is reserved to the UK Parliament, I can confirm 
that the Scottish Government has no plans to set up a commission as suggested by the 
petition. 
 
As the petitioner has raised his petition on the basis of an article by Gatti and Montanari, I 
feel it is also important to address the claims made within said article.  The article was 
thoroughly reviewed by the European Medicines Agency (EMA), which is responsible for the 
scientific evaluation, supervision and safety monitoring of medicines in the EU.  It was found 
that the study has methodological flaws and does not provide evidence that the quality or 
safety of these vaccines is compromised in any way.  Traces of many elements are present 
in the environment and are constantly being handled by the body and any suggestion of a 
link to auto immune disease and leukaemia through vaccination is unsubstantiated.  A 
summary of the EMA’s assessment can be found in a letter published in the BMJ – 
http://www.bmj.com/content/356/bmj.j596/rr-0. 
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